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Music, cinema, and literature profoundly influence us, particularly in our formative 

years, by resonating with our emotions and personal journeys. My own experiences are deeply 

intertwined with the cultural landscapes I've navigated, especially through music. I've found a 

strong emotional connection with musicians whose work mirrors my feelings, beliefs, and 

perspectives on the world. During my teenage years, this connection was particularly potent, 

shaping my growth and worldview. Among the myriad of artists who've left their mark on me, 

three from the past decade stand out for their significant impact: Brian Molko of Placebo, Jared 

Leto of 30 Seconds to Mars, and Beyoncé. Each artist, unique in their expression, has imparted 

distinct ideas and emotions that have contributed to my personal development. 

My teenage affinity for alternative music led me to admire Brian Molko and Placebo, a 

band that stood at the forefront of the alternative scene. Albums like "Sleeping with Ghosts," 

"Meds," and "Battle for the Sun" struck a chord with me, blending seamlessly with my musical 

taste and emotional landscape. Molko's lyrics, often exploring themes of personal struggle, self-

doubt, and societal alienation, resonated with me and, undoubtedly, with many others around the 

globe. His music provided solace, showing me that my feelings were not isolated experiences. 

Moreover, Molko's public persona, embodying the angsty teenage spirit of the 2000s, 

demonstrated that it was possible to navigate through periods of depression and anxiety and 

emerge successful. His ability to channel complex emotions into creative expression was not 

only inspiring but also offered a sense of belonging and understanding. 

Jared Leto, with his band Thirty Seconds to Mars, impacted me in a distinctly different 

yet equally profound manner. While their music shared the alternative rock genre with Placebo, 

Leto's messages of empowerment and motivation set him apart. Lyrics from songs like "Attack" 

embody an invigorating sense of self-belief and resilience. Beyond his music, Leto's engagement 

with the fan community, known as the "Echelon," fostered a sense of unity and support that I 
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found incredibly uplifting. Even without active participation in fan events, the knowledge of 

being part of such a community and the direct support from an admired artist had a positive and 

lasting influence on me. 

Beyoncé, diverging from my usual preference for alternative music, captivated me with 

her empowering messages and dynamic presence. Her solo career, following her success with 

Destiny's Child, soared in the early part of the decade, marked by songs that emphasized female 

empowerment. "If I Were A Boy" and "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" are just two examples 

of her work that challenged societal norms and stereotypes, offering new perspectives on female 

autonomy and strength. Beyoncé's ability to address complex relationship dynamics and 

advocate for female empowerment in a predominantly pop context was both refreshing and 

inspiring. 

These three artists, through their distinct musical styles and messages, have played a 

significant role in my personal growth. Brian Molko taught me the value of transforming 

personal anguish into creative outlets, Jared Leto instilled a sense of motivation and self-

confidence, and Beyoncé championed the importance of female empowerment. Music, in its 

various forms, has been a pivotal force in shaping my identity, teaching me valuable lessons, and 

fostering a deeper understanding of the human experience. The influences of Brian Molko, Jared 

Leto, and Beyoncé have collectively molded me into who I am today, illustrating the profound 

impact that music can have on our lives. 
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